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ALLOCATION OF PARENTAL 

RESPONSIBILITIES: "CUSTODY" 

 
Primary Residence                               

("Physical Custody") 

Decision-Making ("Legal Custody") 

 

Choices: 

Sole Physical (1 parent has the 

majority of the time) 

 

Joint Physical (Parents have equal 

50/50 time) 

 

Major decisions (not day-to-day) 

decisions over the following 4 spheres 

of influence: 

 Non-emergency health 

 Education 

 Religion 

 Extra-curricular  

Need to set-up a parenting time 

schedule 

 Basic Schedule  

 School Break 

 Summer 

 Holiday Schedule 

 

If joint decision-making then options 

for impasse: 

 Custodial parent have final say 

 Split spheres of influence 50/50 

 Mediation (and then possibly a 

Parent have final say or 50/50) 

 Third Party decide  

-  Parent coordinator  

-  Mediator 

-  Licensed clinical social worker 

-  General doctor (health) 

-  School counselor (education) 

-  Pastor or religious leader 

-  Coach (extra-curricular) 

-  Friend/Family Member 

 
Unless emergency- then anyone can go to 

court 

Other Ancillary Issues: 

 Travel itinerary / Passports 

 Information sharing 

 Communication between Parents/Child 

 Parenting Protocol 


